THE   CITY   OF   NINEVEH
night on their roofs, starting about the 1st of June,
and continuing to do so for five months, or till the
first rains come. Many of the houses are provided
with " sirdabs " or underground rooms, for use during
the middle part of the day. The marble from which
most of the houses are built retains the heat of the sun
so long that they do not cool down in the evenings ;
on account of this, as the summer wears on, the houses
become almost unbearable with accumulated heat.
For this reason we generally try to go away some-
where for a month's holiday in August or September.
There are no cool places near Mosul, and to find a
suitable summer retreat it is necessary to go three or
four days' journey. For two years we only went to
a large house about three miles from Mosul, kindly
lent us by a patient of my husband's. Here the heat
was intense during the day, but the evenings were
delightfully cool as a rule, for the river ran at the
foot of the garden.
The winters in Mosul are often very cold. Two
years ago the Tigris was nearly frozen over, and for
three days the only water we could obtain was from
melted snow. The cold was so severe that men died
as they sat at their work. While such cold weather
lasted it was impossible to keep the patients in the
hospital, as having no stoves in the wards we were
not able to warm them sufficiently. But this was a
record winter, there having been no such frost for
one hundred and fifty years.
Spring and autumn are beautiful seasons in Mosul,
especially, perhaps, the former. During March, April,
and part of May the land for many miles around
Mosul is green with waving corn—a refreshing sight
180

